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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on 8/23/2007. 

Status Of Claims 
Claims 1-8 are pending and have been examined. 
Claims 9-17 have been cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-2 and 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
US Patent No. 6,050,033 to Wrightman. 
Claim 1: 

Wrightman discloses an attachable device comprising a plate 25 mountable to a 
lower end of an end post of a shear wall, the plate having dimensions selected to 
conform to the lower end of the end post, and an extended portion 40f positioned 
generally perpendicular to the plate 25, the extended portion having at least one 
dimension selected capable to fit through a hole in a mudsill of the shear wall and 
having a length elected to conform with a thickness of the mudsill such that when the 
compression post is mounted to the end post of the shear wall and the shear wall is 
mounted on a structural support, forces applied to the compression post by the end post 
are communicated via the plate and the extended portion to the structural support. As 
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previously noted, the relation with an end post or a structural support is not given 
patentable weight because the applicant elected a subcombination of a compression 
post (see Fig. 10). 
Claim 2: 

Wherein the extended portion 40f is secured to the plate 25. 
Claim 7: 

Wherein the extended portion 40f and the plate 25 comprise an unitary body (see 
Fig. 10). Note that a term "cast" is considered as a method of forming a device and is 
not germane to the issue of patentability of the device itself. Therefore, this limitation 
has not been given patentable weight. 

Claim 8: 

Wherein the extended portion 40f is cylindrical and the at least one dimension is 
an outside diameter. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US Pat. 
No. 4,830,341 to Arteau et al. 

Claim 1 : 

Arteau discloses an attachable device comprising a plate 40 mountable to a 
lower end of an end post of a shear wall, the plate having dimensions selected to 
conform to the lower end of the end post, and an extended portion 48 positioned 
generally perpendicular to the plate 40, the extended portion having at least one 
dimension selected capable to fit through a hole in a mudsill of the shear wall and 
having a length elected to conform with a thickness of the mudsill such that when the 
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compression post is mounted to the end post of the shear wall and the shear wall is 
mounted on a structural support, forces applied to the compression post by the end post 
are communicated via the plate and the extended portion to the structural support. As 
previously noted, the relation with an end post or a structural support is not given 
patentable weight because the applicant elected a subcombination of a compression 
post (see Fig. 2). 
Claim 2: 

Wherein the extended portion 48 is secured to the plate 40. 
Claim 3: 

Wherein the extended portion 48 is secured to the plate 40 by at least one weld 
(see col. 2, lines 60-65). 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent No. 2,625,81 5 to Black. 

Claim 1: 

Black discloses an attachable device comprising a plate 12 mountable to a lower 
end of an end post of a shear wall, the plate having dimensions selected to conform to 
the lower end of the end post, and an extended portion 20 positioned generally 
perpendicular to the plate 12, the extended portion having at least one dimension 
selected capable to fit through a hole in a mudsill of the shear wall and having a length 
elected to conform with a thickness of the mudsill such that when the compression post 
is mounted to the end post of the shear wall and the shear wall is mounted on a 
structural support, forces applied to the compression post by the end post are 
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communicated via the plate and the extended portion to the structural support. As 
previously noted, the relation with an end post or a structural support is not given 
patentable weight because the applicant elected a subcombination of a compression 
post (see Fig. 2). 
Claim 2: 

Wherein the extended portion 20 is secured to the plate 12. 
Claim 3: 

Wherein the extended portion 20 is secured to the plate 12 by at least one weld 
(see col. 3, lines 1-2). 
Claim 4: 

Wherein the extended portion 20 is secured to the plate by press fitting an end of 
the extended portion into a recess 44 in the plate (Fig. 2). 
Claim 5: 

Wherein one of the extended portion 20 is threaded (col. 3, line 1), the plate 12 
includes a threaded aperture or bore, and the threaded end of the extended portion is 
engageable with the threaded bore to secure the extended portion to the plate (Fig. 2). 

Claim 6: 

Further comprising an end cap 9 on at least one of the extended portion, the end 
cap having a bore there through, a threaded bore in the plate 12, and a bolt 8 sized to 
extend through the bore of the end cap, the bolt having a threaded end engageable with 
the threaded bore in the plate to secure the extended portion to the plate (see Fig. 2). 

Claim 7: 
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Wherein the extended portion 20 and the plate 12 comprise an unitary body (see 
Fig. 2 and col. 3, line 2). Note that a term "cast" is considered as a method of forming a 
device and is not germane to the issue of patentability of the device itself. Therefore, 
this limitation has not been given patentable weight. 

Claim 8: 

Wherein the extended portion 20 is cylindrical and the at least one dimension is 
an outside diameter. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Chi Q. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6847. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30 am-4:00 pm. 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached at (571 ) 272-6777. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pairdirect.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at (866) 21 7-91 97. 
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